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SECURITY INFORMA TION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

4 December 1952

SUBJECT: NIE«&} (Part I) gf}’r.mm'r: SOVIET BLOC CAPABILITIES,
TIROUGH MIDw195hL

THE PRODLEM

To extend through mid195L certain key estimates of Soviet
Bloe®/capabilities for political amd military warfare made in
NIE.6 (Part I).

ESTIMATE

‘To CONCLUSIONS (Paragraphe le1l),

The present conclusions can be projected through the period of
this estimate, with the exception of paragraphs 10 and 11 which have

8 In the original text of NIE-Gl (Part I) are indicated by
the underlincd text of this Supplement, Deletions have been bracketed,

2/ The Soviet Bloc coneists of the USSR, the European Satellites, Com-
: sunist China, Outer Mongalia, North Korea, and Viet Minh, The Kremlin
also controls the international Communist movement cutside the Bloc
countries,
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been replaced by three new paragraphs on Dloc political warfare
capabilities, Paragraph l} has been expanded to include Soviet

atomic and thermonuclear capabilities through midel95h, The

conclusions should read as followss

(1.)

(2.)

(3.)

The Bloc continues to possess a sipnificant quantie
tative superiority over the Weatern Pawers in forces in
being and in conventional ground and air armament,

The Soviet economy is much better preparec now to supe
port a major war effort than it was in 1940,

The principal emphasis of the recent Bloc military
program has apparently been upon enlarging the atomic
stockpile and upon improving Bloc defenses, particularly
against air attack, We believe that this emphasis will
continue throughout th_e period of this estimata. We
also believe that the Bloc military forces will not
increase greatly in size, although they will improve

in combat effectivencss,
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(Lo) We estimate that the USSR will probably have a stocke

pile of 190 atomic weapons (30-100 kilote:s vield) by

mid=-1954, - (The actual fipure may be from nalf to twice

as many as this estimate.) It is unlikely that the

USSR will be able to develop and produce a thermonuclear .

weapon by mide1953., However, we believe that the USSR

¥will continue to make progcress toward a thermonuclear

weapon and that field testing concerned with thermoe

muclear reactions may take place by mide19%5).,

The Soviet forces now stationed in Eastern Europe are
in an advanced state of readiness for war and can attack

with 1ittle or no warning,

(6.) We estimate that the Bloc has the capability to underw

take concurrent larpe-scale operations in continental
Europe, the !fiddle East, and mainland Asia, The Rloc
could rapidly reinforce with Chinese Communist and
Soviet forces the Communist forces now in Korea, and
at the same time undertake an invasion of Japan by

Soviet forces,
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(7») The USSR has the capability of undertaking sustained
air offensives against the UK, most of continental
Europe, most of the lMiddle East, and Japan, with the
intensity of individual offensives varying according
to the number of offensives undertaken simnltaneously.
It is also capable of undertaking the delivery of its
full stockpile of atomlc weapons against targets
in these areas and apainst targets in the US and its

oversgeas bases,

{8,) The Bloc air defense organization has the capabiliﬁy
for vigorous opposit,lion to an air offensive against
the principal Soviet centers. However, despite

. marked improvements in the Bloc air defense system
(especially in the USSR, Eastern @-rmarw, Pola@
Europe, and Manchuria), deficiencies will remain
throughout the period of thia estimate,

(9.) The USSR has the capability to undertake offensive
submarine patrols and mining operationa along most
of the worldis atratagically vital sea lanes. The
USSR has the capability to undertake shortehaul amphibious

operations in the seas adjacent to ite own coasta.

TOP SECRET
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National Front as a result of rivalry among its

leaders, would increase Tudeh capabilities greatly,

If present trends in Iran continue unchecked baeyond

the end of 1953, rising internal tensions and continued

deterioration of the economy and of the budpetary position

of the government ‘mighiz are likelyl/to lead to a
L2 SRR

breakdown of governmental authority and open the way

1 for at least a gradual assumption of control by Tudeh,

(11a.) We believe that during the period of this estimate Bloc

political warfare capabilities in Southeast Asia will

be largely detormined by the degree of military pressure

which the Vict Minh forces, with Communist Chinese advice

and military assistance, bring to bear against the French

and the Associated States in Indochina, While the

odds now are atainst a decisive shift in the political

—

and military balance of forces in Indochina, these oddas

may shift rapidly, particularly if the military capabilities

of the non-Commnist forces are substmtiallz weskened,

A Communist victory in Indochina would probably result in

Y/ This paragraph is essentially a condensation of paragraphs 1 and 3
= of NIE=75, "Probable Developments in Iran Through 1953" (13 November
1952, pp.7)e The footnotes indicate revisions which the Board cone
siders to be a more accurate statement of the actual situation,

w £ -
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Communist control, by force or accomodation, of

most or all of the Southeast Asian mainland countries,

although not necessarily within the period of this

estimate,

II. FACTORS AFFECTING BLOC CAPABILITIES (Paragraphs 12-22),

This section remains generally valid for the period through

mide195l, The significant additions and revisions necessary to

project the estimate to mid-195L are as followss

12,

(Paragraph 15a), Since World Var IT, the USSR has

given high priority to modern electronic and communication

systems, Soviet research and development in these fields

are comparable to those of the US or of the UK, At

the present time, the US5RY (a) is augmonting its

extensive early warning network with modern GCI radar

which is probably equivalent in performance to US

operational equipment; (b) has.operational quantities

of shipboard and antiaircraft fire control equipment

utilizing radar; (¢) has, in limited operational use,

blind bombing radar equipment; (d) has, at least in

-7 e
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the expcrimental stape, a longerange hyperbolic
Xp A

navigation system; and (e) can produce limited

operational quantities of proximity fuzed untie

saferaft ammnition, The USSR has developed a

very high capability for lamming radio transmissions

ap to and including HF bands, Soviet capabilities

in related electreonic fields indicate that they are

now capable of developing equipment {or jarming VHF and
UM bands, “hese capabilities constitute an increasingly
serious threat to Western longerange /and shorterance
military/ radio commnication and navipation systems

and W11 by mid=195) include the ability to interfere
7
with shorterange gx‘s_temso}!

(Paragraph 15b), We estimate that by mid=19%%

the UGSR will have in operational use a longerarce

hyperbelic naviation system and limited operational

quantities of some tvpe of airborne intercept

e

equipment.ﬁf The USSR may also have both passive and

getive electronic countarmeasures equipment for use

1/ With the excepiion of the underlined sections, the last three sentencea
el this parasraph were taken from NIE«6L (Part I), Appendices,
*ppendix A; naracraph 2lece3,"

;_/ Air Force may take a dissent,

G Sdi
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against most currently operational types of Western

radars, Soviet converaion to VHF equipment in aire

craft units is undm and might be oggrational;x
completed by mide195Ls by that time, a substane

tial Eomrtion of the Soviet alr defense comminications

network could be converted to a UHF system, provided
TR RSB RIARS SO AR - iR L o dc

this latter ‘groject were ‘gtiven sufficient priority,

VSRR M I W

1. (Paragraph 16). The gross national product of the Bloc
has been increasing rapidly in the past few years,
Any calculation of its inagnitude is necessarily subject
to considerable error, and no meaningful comparisor can
be made with prewar years for the Bloc as a whole.
liowever, we estimate that the Dloc's gross national
product in 1951 was roughly /15/ 20 percent higher
than in 1949, and that rapid growth will continue

during the period of this estimate,

a. The economy of the USSR had recovered its prewar
level of total production by 1948 and had surpassed
that level by /an estimated 20-30 percent/ at least

TOP SECRET
Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100040004-9



i Approved For Rele@e 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100040004-9

be

Co

TOP SECRET

one-third in 1951, We estimate that the Soviet
gross national product /is/ has been increasing
at an annual rate of /B=7/ about 11 percent, and

that it will continue to increase, although at a

somewhat reduced rate, during the period of this

o v PSR

eatimate,

The combined production of the Satellites constitutes
approximately one-quarter of the Bloc's gross national
product, We believe that the Satellite gross national
product /Bas increased since 1949, but we are unable

to estimate the amount of the increasg/ will increase

at a rate approximating that of the USSR during the

period of this estimate,

The gross national product of Communist China is
extremely difficult to estimate, but we believe that
it represents less than 15 percent of the Bloc total.
Communist China’s gross ‘national product is probably
increasing at an annual rate of 3 to 5 percent, but
its output of capital goecds will continue to be

a very small part of the Bloc total,

© 10 «
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(Paragraph 17), The output of the Soviet economy does
not approach that of the US economy, nor does the
output of the Bloc economy as a whole /compare with/
a roa.cﬁ that of the NA‘I“O states, USSR gross nationsl
product in 1951 was about one-quarter that of the US,
and the combined gross national product of the entire
Bloc was about 30 percent that of the NATO countries,

However, these disparities are being reduced, but there

will be no significant chanpe by mide195L,

(Parsgraph 19). Since the end of Vforld War II, the
Bloc as a whole has devoted a mich larger proportion
of its gross national product to military purposes
than the West, We estimate that the quantity of
productive resources which the USSR /will devote/
is allocating to military production in 1952 /will

equal/ gguals the amount assigned in 19Lk, the peak
year of Soviet war production. We believe that the
USSR now devotes and will continue to devote about

one~-fifth of its gross national product to military

expendi ture 8.

TOP SECRET
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III. BLOC MILITARY STRENGTH (Paragraphs 23e20),

This section remains generally valid for the period through
mid=195L, The significant additions and revisions necessary to
project the estimate to mide195L are as follows:

17, (Paragraph 24), Ve estimate that the Bloc armed forces
by mid=195L will probably haves

as Approximately 9,400,000 men, of which about L,520,000
will be Soviet; 2,000,000 Satellite; 2,150,000 Chinese
Communist; 300,000 North Koreanj and 130,000 Viet
Minh, |

b, An authorized strength of about 26,700 aircraft,
including about 13,000 jet fighters, 1,250 piston
medium bombars, and possibly a few jet medium

bobers, (Repeat footnote 3 on pare ! of original text.)

co ‘A total of approximately 260 major surface veasela.y
and 471 submarines, including 153 longerange types.,

Mes all naval vessel types down to and including coastal
destroyers,

« 12 =

TOP SECRET
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d, A stockpile of 190 atomic weapons (30-100 kiloton
yield), (The actual figure may be from half to
twice as many as this estimate,)

(Paragraph 25), It is unlikely that the USSR will be
able to develop and produce & thermonuclear weapon by

md-1953, However, we believe that the USSR will

continue to make progress toward a thermonuclear weapon

and that field testing concerned with thermonuclear

reactions may take place by mide195L,

(Paragraph 26), The overeall effectiveness of Bloe
ground, naval, and air forces will increase by /mid=1953/

midel95l because of progressive modernigation and

standardization of weapons and equipment, the intensive
training program, the growth of the Soviet atomic
stockpile, and the increased combat efficiency of the
Satellite armies,

(Paragraph 28), The USSR maintains a large air defense

system which not only includes the forces assigned to
the Soviet air defense organization (PVOeStrany) but also

==13o
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has available to it the active air defense resources

of the Army, tactical air ferces, and Navy not others
wise committed, as well as the passive defense

resources of the police and civilian organizations.

The European Satellite and Communist Chinese air

defenses add to and are integrated with the Soviet
gystem, Despite significant improvemsnts in the air
defense system, there will probably continue to be
insufTicient nusbers of trained and experienced

pilots and operators, modsrn radar, heavy AA éunss

and fighters designed specifically for all-

weather interception to provide defense for all important
areas, We estimate that by /mii-19537 mid-195 the
numericel strength of the air defense forces will not
[change/increase substantially, elthough the effectiveness
of the air defenses will improve through re-equipment

und training,

IV. BiOC MILITARY CAPABTLITIES (Parapgraphs 29=37).

This gsection remains gensrally valii for the period through
mid=195Ls The significant addttions and revisions necessary to

project the estimgte to midel9Sl are as followss

- U -
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21,

22,

(Paragraph 32). The Bloc air defense organization

has the capability for vigorous opposition to an air

vffensive against the principsal Soviet centers.

' However, despite marked improvements in the Bloc alr

defense systen (es;;ecially in the USSR, Eastern @rmany,
Poland/ Europe, and Manchuria), deficiencies will re-
main throughout the period of this estimate,

(Paragraph 36), Since the beginning of the Korean

‘war, the Commmist Air Force in China, which is v

believed to be made up of Chinese Communist, North

Korean, and Soviet elements, has been built to an

- impressive size. The jet fighter units in the Kores=

Manchuria-North China area are believed to be proe-
gressively improving, /Jhowevery/ The capabilities of
the CAF in China /ave/ will remain during the period

[oF this estimafe/ through mide1953 largely limited to
the air defense of North China, Manchuria, and North
forea under conditions of good visibility and te |
linited attacks against UN forcea in Korea and adjacent

waters, However, we estimate that by mid~195) the

- 15 -
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capabilities of this air force to exterd its offensive
gperations beyond the present limited thegter of

opcrations will increase as a result of the introduction
of jet light bombers,l/ We believe that the CAF in China

will continue to expand gradually dwring the period of
this estimate but will remain entirely dependent upon

the USSR for aircraft and equipment, spare parts, and
technical supervisior_x, and almost entirely dependent

upon the USSR for aviation fuel and lubricants, /lnless
sone type of jet light ‘bombardmjent aircraft is intréduced,
_ the offensive capabilities of this air force will

remain extremely limited./ Redeployment from the
Yanchuria area would be necassary for sustainéd. air

operations agsinst Ta.iwah and Southeast Asia, -

Vo BLOC POLITICAL WARFARE CAPABILITIES (Paragraphs Li2-52)

This section is not valid for the period through mids195L,
Paragraphs l2-52 are replaced by the following paragraphs: |

23, (Paragraph 4§2), Bloc political warfare will contimue
to_constitute a serious danper to_ the non-Commmnist

_'ﬂ Wo have asked the Air Force for a elarification of this es‘t.imateo

o 1lbe
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world through midel95he The 1likelihood of an

increase in DBloc politicel warfare capabilities

is greatest. in unstable araaaLsuch as the 'liddle
East and Southoast Asiac Thege gregs will ba
particularly vulpersble to Dloc political warfarg
because of economic and social unrest, t.}_ze widespread

WG S s e I oty 7 W W -

amtimeng_gg.a‘;‘m_;_t“"yeatem ;geria‘lism." and the
ineffective leadership of the existing governmentsgo

(Paragraph 13), Within the Middle East, Dloc political

warfare capabilities are greataest in Iran, The Iranien
situation contains so many elements of instability that

it is impossible to estimate with confidence for more than

a /short periocd/ few mont.hs.,y However, we believe that

the Bloc sgent in Iran, the Tudeh Party, /i1l not be

able/ 1s not 1ikelyl to gain control of the goverrment

gLinfiltration or to devdoj: the strength to overthrow

the National Front by constitutional means or by force

through 1953, Unexpected events, such as a serious

crop failuwre or a split in the National Front as a result of

rivalry among its leaders, would increase Tudeh capabilities

greatly, If present trends in Iran continue unchecked

Y/ This paragraph is essentially a condensation of paracraphs 1 and

(13 November 1952, ppoT)e

3 of NIE=75, "Probable Developments in Iran through 1953,"
The footnotes indicate revisions which

-the Board considers to be a more accurate statement of the
actual situation.
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beyond the end of 1953£ rising internal tensions and

continued deterioration of the econony and of the
budpetary position of the povernment /pirhi/ are 1ikelyd/
io lead to a breakdown of governmental authority and

open the way for at least a gradual assumption of

control by Tudeh,

25, (Paragraph LL), We believe that during the period

of this estimate Bloc political warfare capabilities in

Southeast Aaia will be 1arg:e3_l._y detarmined gy the degee

of military pressure which the Viet linh forces, with

Communist Chinese advice ad military assistmce, bring

to bear apainet the French and the Associated States in

Indochina. While the odds now are against a decisive

shift in the political and military balance of forces

in Indochina, these cdds may shift rapidly, particularly

if the military capabilities of the non=Communist forces

are substantially weakened., A Commmist victory in

Indochina would probably result in Commnist contrel,
force or accompdation, of most or all of the Southeast

Asian meinland countries, althouch not necegsarily within

the period of this estimate,.

paragraph is essentially a condensation of paragraphs 1 and
3 of NIE-75, "Probable Developments in Iran through 1953" (13 November
1952, pps7)es The footnotes indicate revisions which the Reard
considers to be a more accurate statement of the actual situation.
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